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Scripps College Professor Receives Prestigious Rome Prize Fellowship
Assistant Professor of History Corey Tazzara to Pursue Research on Pietro della Valle and
the Italian Renaissance
CLAREMONT, CA (25 April 2019)—Scripps College Assistant Professor of History Corey
Tazzara was awarded the Rome Prize in the discipline of Renaissance and Early Modern Studies
by the American Academy in Rome. The fellowship, funded by the Paul Mellon/Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, will provide Tazzara with a stipend, workspace, and room and board at the
Academy in Rome for a period of eleven months. Tazzara will pursue research on the life and
times of Italian writer Pietro della Valle, who is often considered the first modern Italian traveler.
“Time in the Vatican archives is essential for completing this project—and the della Valle
archive is vast, although it is by no means transparent,” Tazzara said. Describing della Valle as
“a tireless curator of the self” who deliberately preserved some of his documents while
discarding others, Tazzara added that his research will assess not only what remains in the
archives, “but also what is absent.”
Tazzara’s research will provide a foundation for the first English-language, book-length study of
Pietro della Valle. The project will include a broader examination of Italian expatriates, social
infrastructure, and Catholic culture in the 16th and 17th centuries.
At Scripps, Tazzara teaches courses on the Italian Renaissance and received the Mary W.
Johnson Faculty Achievement Award for research in 2018. His recent work has included
examinations of economic history and material culture; his book The Free Port of Livorno and
the Transformation of the Mediterranean World was published by Oxford University Press in
2017.
Scripps College was founded in 1926 by Ellen Browning Scripps, a pioneering philanthropist
and influential figure in the worlds of education, publishing, and women’s rights. Today, Scripps
is a nationally top-ranked liberal arts college and women’s college with approximately 980
students and is a member of The Claremont Colleges in Southern California. The mission of
Scripps College is to educate women to develop their intellects and talents through active
participation in a community of scholars, so that as graduates they may contribute to society
through public and private lives of leadership, service, integrity, and creativity.

