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INTRODUCTION 
Each fall during Orientation, Scripps College participates in a national study of incoming first-
year students.  Developed by UCLA’s Higher Education Research Institute (HERI), the 
Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) Freshman Survey collects data about 
students’ backgrounds and their college expectations.  Fall 2010 marks the 42nd year of the 
College’s participation.   
 
This report represents data from 253 of the 263 first-time, full-time, first-year Scripps students 
who completed the survey in August 2010 as well as comparative data for two peer groups: (1) 
female first-time, full-time, first-year students from private, non-sectarian, very highly selective, 
four-year colleges1 and (2) female and male first-time, full-time, first-year students from peer 
private liberal arts colleges2

 
.   

Selected tables and charts, including the comparative data with peer groups, have been placed 
in Appendix 1 at the end of this report.  Appendix 2 contains tables that show longitudinal data 
for Scripps only for the last three years (except for Table 2.1, which shows data for the last five 
years).  Appendix 3 contains a copy of the actual survey instrument. 
 
STUDENT AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS 

• The racial/ethnic breakdown of Scripps’ first-year student respondents varied little from 
previous cohorts.  Approximately 76% of respondents self-identified as White/ 
Caucasian.  The largest racial minority group was Asian American/Asian (17%), followed 
by Hispanic American at 10% and African American/Black at 7%.  Table 2.1 (in Appendix 
2) illustrates the racial/ethnic distribution over the last five years.  

                                                 
1 Designated as “VHSNF”: Very Highly Selective Non-sectarian Females defined by the median SAT Composite (V+M) score: Very High (1,200+). 
2 Designated as “Peer Colleges”: The peer colleges are member institutions of the Higher Education Data Sharing Consortium (HEDS) that have 
agreed to share their Freshman Survey data with each other.  For this survey administration, we selected the following colleges as our peer 
colleges:  Carleton, Colorado, Connecticut, Occidental, Pomona, and Whitman. Data in this category reflect responses from both male and 
female students where N= 2506 (men=43.1%; women=56.9%). 
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• About 13% of respondents self-identified with two or more races (i.e., biracial or 
multiracial), which was a slight decrease from 16% in 2009.  

• Similar to previous years, 60% reported that Scripps was over 500 miles from home.  
• Regarding religious preference, about half (50%) of all respondents reported none, 

which is an increase from the previous two years (44% in both 2009 and 2008).  Of those 
indicating a religious affiliation, 20% are Protestant Christians, 10% are Roman Catholic, 
10% are Jewish, 2% are Hindu, 1% are Buddhist, and 5% classify themselves as Other 
Religion.  

• About 74% characterized their political views as far left or liberal while 22% 
characterized their views as middle-of-the-road and 4% as conservative.  No one 
characterized their views as far right.   

• About 83% of respondents have fathers with a college degree or higher, and 83% have 
mothers with a college degree or higher.   

• About 53% of respondents estimated their parents’ total income (before taxes) in the 
previous year to be $100,000 or more, down from 60% in 2009.  About 20% estimated 
their parents’ total income to be less than $50,000, and 27% estimated it to be between 
$50,000 and $99,999.   

 
 
ACADEMIC PREPARATION AND GOALS 

Academic Preparation 
• About half (50%) of respondents attended a public high school (that was not a charter or 

magnet school), 4% attended a public charter school, 4% attended a public magnet 
school, 35% attended a private independent college-prep school and 7% attended a 
religious/parochial school.  In contrast, higher percentages of respondents in the VHSNF 
and Peer Colleges attended a public high school (61% and 58% respectively), and lower 
percentages attended a private independent college-prep school (25% and 28% 
respectively). 

 
Career and Academic Goals 

• About 10% of respondents chose physician as a probable career occupation, the most 
popular career choice (though down slightly from 13% the previous year), while 8% 
were interested in becoming a writer or journalist, while 5% were interested in careers 
as a foreign service worker and 5% were interested in becoming a lawyer (attorney) or 
judge.  About 34% were undecided, up from 31% the previous year.  

• The vast majority of first-year students at Scripps (roughly 95%) see themselves 
obtaining additional credentials beyond the bachelor’s degree (see Table 2.5 in 
Appendix 2).  The highest percentage (almost 38%) intend for a master’s degree to be 
the highest degree they obtain.  About 34% plan to pursue a Ph.D. or Ed.D. degree, the 
highest percentage who have indicated this in the last three years.  Less students this 
year (13%) indicated an interest in a medical degree than in the previous two years.  
About 9% intend to obtain a law degree. 
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COLLEGE CHOICE 
• The majority of Scripps respondents (61%) reported that they were accepted by their 

first choice college.  Approximately 51% of respondents reported that Scripps was their 
first choice (down from 62% in 2009), 29% reported that it was their second choice, 11% 
reported it was their third choice, and 9% reported that Scripps was less than a third 
choice.  

• About 11% of respondents revealed that they did not apply to any institution other than 
Scripps, whereas 65% of respondents applied to seven or more schools (other than 
Scripps).   

• The reason most often cited by respondents as “very important” in their decision to 
come to Scripps was the college’s academic reputation (76%) (see Table 2.6 in Appendix 
2).  That was followed by a visit to the campus (68%) and the desire to go to a school 
about the size of this college (66%), rounding out the same top three reasons cited by 
the most Scripps respondents over the last three years.  Of the past three years of 
survey results, this year saw the highest percentage of Scripps respondents selecting 
financial assistance (49%) and the lowest percentages selecting the beliefs that the 
college’s graduates get good jobs (43%) and gain admission to top graduate and 
professional schools (40%) as “very important” reasons for deciding to attend Scripps. 

 
 
FINANCIAL CONCERNS 

• Unlike the national trend of increasing concern about the ability to pay for college, 40% 
of Scripps first-year students had no concern about their ability to finance their 
education.  About 55% had some concern while 5% expressed major concern.  

• About 91% of respondents expected to receive some amount of funding from family 
members (parents, relatives, etc.) to cover their first year’s educational expenses, while 
68% expect to use personal monies from summer jobs, part-time work on campus and 
other income to fund their education.  Table 2.2 in Appendix 2 shows the various 
financial sources students cited over the last three years.  Note that the percentage of 
respondents who expect to use some of their own monies to pay for their first year at 
Scripps steadily increased from 56.6% in 2008 to 61.3% in 2009 to 68.0% in 2010.  The 
percentage of respondents who expect to receive some form of financial aid that does 
not need to be repaid (grants, scholarships, military funding, etc.) also increased from 
54.0% in 2008 and 53.3% in 2009 to 60.1% in 2010. 

 
 
PERSONAL CHOICES AND LIFE GOALS 
Personal Choices (see Table 1.1 in Appendix 1 and Table 2.3 in Appendix 2) 

• Almost 98% of respondents reported that they had studied with other students 
“frequently” or “occasionally” in the past year.  This was the highest percentage of 
Scripps survey respondents answering this way over the last three years, and higher 
than the percentage of respondents answering this way from VHSNF and Peer Colleges 
comparison groups.   
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• Approximately 95% of Scripps respondents reported that they had performed volunteer 
work frequently or occasionally in the past year, while 90% reported frequent use of the 
internet for research or homework.  These figures were comparable to those of the 
VHSNF and Peer Colleges respondents. 

• About 84% of Scripps respondents reported that they socialized with someone of 
another racial/ethnic group frequently, which was the highest level in the past three 
years.  It was also much higher than VHSNF and Peer Colleges respondents.  

• Lower percentages of Scripps respondents reported attending a religious service, 
demonstrating for or against a cause, and helping to raise money for a cause or 
campaign than those in the VHSNF group, though the Scripps numbers were comparable 
to those in the Peer Colleges group.  

• A much higher percentage of Scripps respondents reported that they had demonstrated 
for or against a cause in the past year than in the previous two years (almost 61% this 
year compared to 38% in 2009 and 36% in 2008), but this could be due in part to this 
statement being reworded on the 2010 survey.  It previously read, “Participated in 
political demonstrations.” 

• This was the first year that the statement “Helped raise money for a cause or campaign” 
was included on the survey.  Almost 60% of Scripps respondents indicated that they had 
done this frequently or occasionally in the past year. 

 
Life Goals (see Table 1.2 in Appendix 1 and Table 2.4 in Appendix 2) 

• The top 3 life goals considered “essential” or “very important” to this year’s Scripps 
respondents did not change from 2009: 

1. Improving my understanding of other countries and cultures 
2. Helping others who are in difficulty 
3. Adopting “green” practices to protect the environment 

• The rest of the top 10 goals this year were also the same as in 2009, but in a different 
order.   

• Scripps respondents considered improving their understanding of other countries and 
cultures to be “essential” or “very important” goals at a higher rate (80%) than their 
VHSNF and Peer Colleges counterparts (75% and 74% respectively).  The same was true 
for helping to promote racial understanding (48% compared to 45% and 43%), which 
reached its highest percentage of Scripps respondents this year compared to 2009 (44%) 
and 2008 (38%). 

• Scripps respondents were less likely to consider raising a family or obtaining recognition 
from colleagues as “essential” or “very important” goals compared to their VHSNF and 
Peer Colleges counterparts. 

• The percentage of Scripps respondents rating developing a meaningful philosophy of life 
as “essential” or “very important” this year (64%) recovered from 2009, when it had 
declined to 52%. 

• Not as many Scripps respondents considered being very well off financially as “essential” 
or “very important” this year (56%) compared to 2009 (61%). 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS SPECIFICALLY FOR SCRIPPS STUDENTS 
 
In addition to the survey questions provided by CIRP, Scripps attaches a page of questions for 
its students specifically. The first section asks students to rate the importance of various goals 
to them during their time at Scripps, using a five-point scale from “Not Important” to “Very 
Important.”  Tables 2.7 and 2.8 in Appendix 2 show the percentages of respondents that 
marked these goals either “very important” or “somewhat important” over the past three 
years.   
 

• Five of the six academic goals were rated “very important” or “somewhat important” by 
at least 80% of respondents:   

o prepare for a future career 
o have close student-faculty interaction  
o have a challenging academic experience 
o be exposed to the arts and humanities 
o and prepare for graduate school.  

• For the first time in the past three years, preparing for a future career received the most 
“very important” or “somewhat important” responses of the six academic goals (94%), 
slightly higher than having close student-faculty interaction (93%).  A slightly higher 
percentage of respondents this year (89%) ranked exposure to the arts and humanities 
as “very important” or “somewhat important” compared to previous years (88% in 2009 
and 86% in 2008). 

• The levels of agreement among respondents with the importance of the three personal 
goals have not changed much in the last three years.  The goal of becoming independent 
and self-confident continued to receive the highest percentage of “very important” or 
“somewhat important” responses (94%) of the three goals.  The percentages for the 
other two goals—interact with others from different backgrounds (86%) and develop 
leadership skills (81%)—declined slightly this year after rising in 2009 from their 2008 
levels. 

 
A second additional question asked students to indicate the extent to which six listed factors 
either positively or negatively influenced their decisions to attend Scripps.  Table 2.9 in 
Appendix 2 show the percentages of respondents who marked these factors as “very positive” 
or “somewhat positive” over the past three years. 
 

• The factors most cited by respondents as “very” or “somewhat” positive in their 
decisions to attend Scripps were the accessibility of faculty (96%) and the fact that 
Scripps is a member of The Claremont Colleges consortium (95%).  These results were 
similar to the results from the previous year.  Those two factors were followed by 
Scripps’ emphasis on interdisciplinary study (87%), availability of desired courses or 
major (83%), and California location (81%).  There was no factor this year that more 
students found positive this year compared to the previous year. 



 
Fall 2010 CIRP Freshman Survey Report                                                                                                          6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

• Similar to previous years, the factor that received the lowest percentage of positive 
responses (and the only factor where the majority of responses were not positive) was 
Scripps’ identity as a women’s college (36%), a decrease from 2009 (41%) but still higher 
than in 2008 (28%). 

 
The final Scripps-specific question asked students if they took any of three actions in planning 
for college (Table 2.10 in Appendix 2). 
 

• Of the three actions, seeking a high school counselor’s advice received the highest 
percentage of “yes” responses (65%), which is about the same level of “yes” responses 
as 2009 (67%) but notably more than in 2008 (55%).   About 54% of respondents this 
year indicated that they had taken a SAT/ACT preparation course and only 31% had 
hired a private college counselor. 

 
 
FINAL NOTE 
 
The CIRP Freshman Survey contains additional questions and data that have not been 
highlighted in this report.  If you would like more information on the survey or have any 
questions, please contact Dr. Mark Figueroa, Director, or Jonathan Lew, Research Associate, at 
Scripps College’s Office of Assessment, Planning, and Institutional Research at (909) 607-1892. 
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APPENDIX 1:  SELECTED TABLES AND CHARTS 
 
NOTE: In the following tables, “VHSNF” refers to Very Highly Selective Non-sectarian Females—female first-year students from 
four-year, non-sectarian, very highly selective colleges, defined by a median SAT Composite (V+M) score of “Very High” (1,200+) 
(data provided by the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA).  “Peer Colleges” refers to female and male first-year 
students from peer private liberal arts colleges (data provided by HEDS, the Higher Education Data Sharing Consortium).  The 
peer colleges for this survey administration were Carleton, Colorado, Connecticut, Occidental, Pomona, and Whitman.  
 
Table 1.1. Top 10 Activities Engaged in the Past Year, Scripps and Peer Institutions 
 

 Scripps VHSNF 
Peer 

Colleges 

Studied with other students 98% 94% 94% 
Performed volunteer work 95% 94% 94% 
Used the Internet for research or homework* 90% 89% 88% 
Socialized with someone of another racial/ethnic 
group* 84% 73% 75% 
Tutored another student 65% 67% 67% 
Came late to class 63% 57% 62% 
Attended a religious service 62% 67% 59% 
Drank wine or liquor 61% 56% 58% 
Demonstrated for/against a cause** 61% 65% 61% 
Helped raise money for a cause or campaign 60% 67% 59% 

* Indicates percentage of students reporting “frequent” engagement in activities.  All other percentages indicate “frequent” and 
“occasional” engagement. 
** Worded differently in 2009 and 2008: "Participated in political demonstrations" 

 
Table 1.2. Top 10 “Essential” and “Very Important” Life Goals, Scripps and Peer Institutions 
 

 
Scripps VHSNF 

Peer 
Colleges 

Improving my understanding of other countries 
and cultures 80% 75% 74% 
Helping others who are in difficulty 71% 77% 73% 
Adopting "green" practices to protect the 
environment 67% 63% 65% 
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 64% 59% 64% 
Raising a family 61% 65% 64% 
Being very well off financially 56% 57% 54% 
Becoming an authority in my field 53% 53% 52% 
Keeping up to date with political affairs 50% 46% 52% 
Helping to promote racial understanding 48% 45% 43% 
Obtaining recognition from my colleagues for 
contributions to my special field 42% 48% 49% 
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Figure 1.1. Parental income distribution, 2010, Scripps and Peer Groups 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 1.2. Average High School Grade, 2010, Scripps and Peer Groups 
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Figure 1.3. Highest Academic Degree Desired, 2010, Scripps and Peer Groups 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 1.4. Top Six “Very Important” Influences in College Choice, 2010, Scripps and Peer 
Groups 
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Figure 1.5. Importance of Academic-Related Goals, 2010 (Scripps-Specific Questions) 
 

 
 
 

Figure 1.6. Importance of Personal Goals, 2010 (Scripps-Specific Questions) 
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Figure 1.7. Factors that Influenced Decision to Enroll at Scripps, 2010 (Scripps-Specific 
Questions) 
 

 
 
 
Figure 1.8. Actions Taken in Planning for College, 2010 (Scripps-Specific Questions) 
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APPENDIX 2:  SELECTED TABLES OF LONGITUDINAL DATA FOR SCRIPPS ONLY 
 
 

Table 2.1. Race/Ethnicity of First-Time, Full-Time, First-Year Students, 2006-2010 
 

Race/Ethnicity* 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 
5-year 
Mean 

American Indian/Alaska Native 2% 2% 1% 3% 3% 2% 

Asian American/Asian 17% 18% 17% 12% 16% 16% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1% 2% 0% 1% 2% 1% 

African American/Black 7% 7% 6% 4% 3% 5% 

Hispanic American** 10% 8% 10% 12% 10% 10% 

White/Caucasian 76% 77% 75% 77% 81% 77% 

Other 3% 5% 8% 6% 4% 5% 
* Total may add to more than 100% because students are allowed to mark all that apply. 
** Combines responses to the survey categories of Mexican American/Chicano, Puerto Rican, and Other Latino. 

 
 
 
Table 2.2. Sources of Students’ Financial Resources to Fund Their First Year, 2008-2010 
 

 2010 2009 2008 
3-year 
Mean 

Family resources (parents, relatives, 
spouse, etc.) 91% 92% 88% 90% 
My own resources (savings from work, 
work-study, other income) 68% 61% 57% 62% 
Aid which need not be repaid (grants, 
scholarships, military funding, etc.) 60% 53% 54% 56% 
Aid which must be repaid (loans, etc.) 38% 38% 32% 36% 
Other than above 5% 5% 6% 5% 
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Table 2.3. Top 10 Activities Engaged in the Past Year, 2008-2010 
 

 2010 2009 2008 
3-Year 
Mean 

Studied with other students 98% 93% 95% 95% 
Performed volunteer work 95% 96% 94% 95% 
Used the Internet for research or 
homework* 90% 89% 85% 88% 

Socialized with someone of another 
racial/ethnic group* 84% 79% 81% 81% 
Tutored another student 65% 57% 65% 62% 
Came late to class 63% 61% 68% 64% 
Attended a religious service 62% 59% 60% 60% 
Drank wine or liquor 61% 61% 58% 60% 
Demonstrated for/against a cause** 61% 38% 36% 45% 
Helped raise money for a cause or 
campaign 60% N/A*** N/A*** N/A 

* Indicates percentage of students reporting “frequent” engagement in activities.  All other percentages indicate 
“frequent” and “occasional” engagement. 
** Worded differently in 2009 and 2008: "Participated in political demonstrations" 
*** Not offered as a choice on this version of the survey instrument. 
 
 
Table 2.4. Top 10 “Essential” and “Very Important” Life Goals, 2008-2010 
 

  
2010 2009 2008 

3-Year 
Mean 

Improving my understanding of other 
countries and cultures 80% 88% 79% 82% 
Helping others who are in difficulty 71% 70% 71% 71% 

Adopting "green" practices to protect the 
environment 67% 68% 66% 67% 
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life 64% 52% 69% 61% 
Raising a family 61% 67% 68% 65% 
Being very well off financially 56% 61% 52% 56% 
Becoming an authority in my field 53% 53% 56% 54% 
Keeping up to date with political affairs 50% 54% 55% 53% 
Helping to promote racial understanding 48% 44% 38% 43% 
Obtaining recognition from my colleagues 
for contributions to my special field 42% 46% 46% 45% 
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Table 2.5. Highest Academic Degree Desired, 2008-2010 
 

 

2010 2009 2008 
3-Year 
Mean 

Bachelor's degree (B.A., B.S., etc.) 5% 7% 6% 6% 
Master's degree (M.A., M.S., etc.) 38% 36% 40% 38% 
Ph.D. or Ed.D. 34% 31% 28% 31% 
M.D., D.O., D.D.S., D.V.M. 13% 19% 15% 16% 
J.D. (Law) 9% 5% 11% 8% 

 
 
 
Table 2.6. Top Six “Very Important” Influences in College Choice, 2008-2010 
 

 
2010 2009 2008 

3-Year 
Mean 

This college has a very good academic 
reputation 76% 75% 75% 75% 
A visit to the campus 68% 75% 74% 72% 
I wanted to go to a school about the size of 
this college 66% 72% 62% 67% 
I was offered financial assistance 49% 39% 41% 43% 
This college's graduates get good jobs 43% 52% 48% 48% 
This college's graduates gain admission to 
top graduate/professional schools 40% 43% 44% 42% 

 
 
 
Table 2.7. Importance of Academic-Related Goals (Scripps-Specific Questions), 2008-2010* 
 

 
2010 2009 2008 

3-Year 
Mean 

Prepare for future career 94% 94% 91% 93% 
Have close student-faculty interaction 93% 94% 91% 93% 
Have a challenging academic experience 89% 92% 90% 90% 
Be exposed to the arts and humanities 89% 88% 86% 87% 
Prepare for graduate school 83% 87% 84% 84% 
Have information about women integrated 
into course work 50% 60% 49% 53% 

 
* Percentages of students who marked these goals as "very important" or "somewhat important" 
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Table 2.8. Importance of Personal Goals (Scripps-Specific Questions), 2008-2010* 

 

 
2010 2009 2008 

3-Year 
Mean 

Become independent and self-confident 94% 93% 93% 93% 
Interact with others from different 
backgrounds 86% 88% 83% 86% 
Develop leadership skills 81% 86% 82% 83% 

 
* Percentages of students who marked these goals as "very important" or "somewhat important" 
 
 
 
Table 2.9. Factors that Influenced Decision to Enroll at Scripps (Scripps-Specific Questions), 
2008-2010* 
 

 
2010 2009 2008 

3-year 
Mean 

Accessibility of faculty 96% 97% 93% 95% 

Member of The Claremont Colleges 
consortium 95% 96% 93% 95% 
Emphasis on interdisciplinary study 87% 88% 84% 86% 
Availability of desired courses or major 83% 85% 76% 81% 
California location 81% 88% 76% 82% 
Women’s college 36% 41% 28% 35% 

 
* Percentages of students who marked these factors as "very positive" or "somewhat positive" in their decision to 
come to Scripps 

 
 
 

Table 2.10. Actions Taken in Planning for College (Scripps-Specific Questions), 2008-2010* 
 

  
2010 2009 2008 

3-Year 
Mean 

Seek your high school counselor’s advice  65% 67% 55% 62% 
Take a SAT/ACT preparation course 54% 57% 51% 54% 
Hire a private college counselor 31% 33% 32% 32% 

 
* Percentages of students who marked "yes" in response to each item 
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APPENDIX 3:  SURVEY INSTRUMENT 
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